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Sai Fein 
Response 


TO THE EDITOR: 


Two things I especially wish 
to compliment you on in the 
September 20 issue, which just 
came today, are, “In This Issue” 
and the Editorials. 


M. P. Cross, 
State Overseer, 
Royal Oak, Michigan. 


I like the Evangel’s ‘“Home- 
makers’ Chapel” very much. I am 
sure it will prove a blessing to 
the ladies, and also to the men. 
I am enjoying your “Marks of 
a Living Church,” and wonder 
when you find the time to make 
the extensive research I know 
you must make to pack it so 
full of good things. 

Brother Godwin’s “Workings of 
the Church” (October 4 issue) is 
very good, One can feel the fire 
and life of the church as he 
reads it. However, I am anxious 
to read some old-time sermons 
on real Church of God doctrine; 
i.e., “The New Birth,” “Repent- 
ance,” and if I may be so bold 
as to mention it, “Sanctifica- 
tion,” “Holy Ghost Baptism,” 
“Church Government,” “Tithes,” 
etc. I appreciate Brother E. L. 
Moore’s “Hell a Reality,” and 
more so, since I am well ac- 
quainted with him. 


E. E, Coleman, 
Pastor 
Beulah, North Dakota. 


I have just received the Sep- 
tember 13 issue of the Evangel, 
and upon reading your article, 
“Thinking Aloud,” I am made 
very happy because you have 
such humble thoughts and to 
know that you seek God’s per- 
fect will in your life, ultimately. 

As a young Church of God 
member (I am seventeen and 
have been a member of the 
Church for nine years) who dear- 
ly loves and stands for the 
Church, I am greatly encouraged 
to know that our younger of- 
ficials purpose to carry out the 
determinations of the brethren 
who worked so diligently to make 
the Church of God what she is 
today. 

Lula Frances Harris, 
Woodville, Mississippi. 


I have read the Evangel for a 
number of years now, and the 
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Church of God Evangel 


September 20 issue I have re- 
ceived with much pleasure. A 
couple of the articles I thought 
were especially worthwhile; 
namely, “A Timeless Christ 

a Transient World,” and “ 
Came over into Germany to Help 
us.” It is with great anticipa- 
tion I await future copies. 


Sgt. Etheldeed H. Holt, 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 


Co OoO maw w 


Congratulations on the new at- 
tire for our Evangel! I have ob- 
served with interest the two- 
column, spread-type, and short 
paragraph arrangement. A full 
“4 page of closely printed material 
> is so prodigious a task it tires the 
: Patience of the reader; and, as 
7 a@ result, I have failed to read 
> ~~ -very much of the Evangel. I plan 
to send you a good number of 
subscriptions in the near future. 


J. Newby Thompson, 
Pastor 
Sweetwater, Tennessee. 


. 
; I really enjoyed Nina Driggers’ 
article (“Choosing the Better 
> Part,” The Homemakers’ Chapel, 
2 October 4, 1952). 


Mrs. George W. Ayers, 
Sevierville, Tennessee. 


I think “The Question Box” is 
going to be a great help to 
Evangel readers ....Eva Jo Wil- 
liams, Rome, Georgia. 


I want to express to you my 
appreciation for the fine work 
you are doing with the Evangel. 
I feel that it bids well to be one 
of the leading religious publica- 
tions. 


A. G. Thompson, 
State Overseer 
Grand Junction, Colorado. 





YOUR LETTERS ARE 
WANTED 


You are invited to contribute 
to this new feature, which we 
trust will become a regular part 
of the Evangel. Letters of all 
kinds are welcome—your com- 
2 ments, your compliments, and 
Chere we stick our chins out) 
your criticisms. We feel that such 
> a column will be an inspiration 
to our writers and will make a 
better paper all around. We hon- 
-estly want to know your re- 
sponse from week to week. Now 
we have asked for it, will you 
let us hear from you. All letters 
must be signed, for no unsigned 
letter will be published—whether 
it is complimentary, comment- 
ing, or critical. We will with- 
; hold your name if you request 
$ it, but the letter must be signed. 
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Editorials 










AST AMONG the evidences of a living church, 

I have named “The Overall Unity of the 
Group.” The first five of the evidences were 
these: 1. The Inflow of New Blood into Our 
Ranks; 2. We Settle Our Difficulties by 
_ Debate Rather than Oppression or Sup- 
pression; 3. The Increase of Mental Probings and Inde- 
pendent Thought; 4. Vigor for Evangelism and Missions; 
5. Willingness to Change Rather Than to Be Bound by 
Useless Tradition. Now we come to the mark that forges 
all the others into a powerful force. “A chain is only as 
strong as its weakest link” is a truism so self-evident that 
it is almost trite. For any movement or any group to be 
truly strong, there must be a basic overall unity that en- 
shrouds the whole of whatever the movement represents. 
The absence of this unity nullifies whatever favorable 
qualities may exist. 

Jesus Himself said, “Every kingdom divided against it- 
self is brought to desolation; and every city or house di- 
vided against itself shall not stand” (Matthew 12:25). Any 
group that is torn with internal strife until chaos reigns 
is doomed to fall, for its strength is not only unlikely but 
impossible. What the assaults of the enemy from without 
can never do, we can do to ourselves with ease and rapid- 
ity. That is why Paul warned his converts in Galatians 
5:15, “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed 
that ye be not consumed one of another.” The apostle 
saw the terrible danger of self-destruction when any 
movement begins té tear at its own vitals. Disunity and 
confusion are the best guarantee that a movement will 
fail in its endeavor and ambition; for that, very reason, 
the enemy works more diligently and consistently in his 
attempts to disrupt the solidarity of God’s people than 
anything else in the world. Once unity is destroyed, all 
that is left is the fragment or the shambles of a house 
that used to be. The time of Satan’s greatest glory comes 
when he can see the people of God divided and scattered 
by prejudices, malice, suspicion, and conflicting ideologies. 

God Himself attested the strength of unity in Genesis 
11:6 when He said, “Behold the people is one, and they 
have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have 
imagined.to do.” Those of whom He spoke were the people 
of the earth. who had undertaken to build the tower of 
Babel. Even though that which they planned was directly 
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opposed to the will of God, and was in its very inception 
evil and rebellious, God recognized that they would suc- 
ceed in doing it because they were unified. It should be 
revealing to everyone that He said nothing would be re- 
strained from them. When men are bound together by 
singleness of purpose and desire, there is little or nothing 
that can be done to restrain them. It should be kept in 
mind that this incident was essentially and fundamental- 
ly bad, yet the Lord acknowledged that it would succeed 
because of the singleness of the people. If unity then is 
so powerful a force even for evil, how much more potent 
it becomes on the side of good. Consolidated effort con- 
cerning the Word of God and the work of God should be 
signal proof that God’s will has been found and His com- 
mission has been heard distinctly and compellingly. 


Durine WORLD WAR II a favorite strata- 
gem of Adolph Hitler and the Nazi armies was to “divide 
and conquer.” Where the Allied Nations offered a solid 
front to the German dictator, he realized that conquest 
was impossible; therefore, both on the field of battle and 
in the diplomatic chambers, he sought to divide his ene- 
mies and conquer piecemeal. Many observers and his- 
torians thought this was a shrewd maneuver and attrib- 
uted it to the infernal genius of the Austrian paper- 
hanger. We, who are Christians, know this strategem is 
as old. as time and has been the favorite maneuver of 
Satan since he began his attacks against the kingdom of 
God. Repeatedly the prophets of God warned the people 
of Israel that their integrity could save them, but, if their 
twelve tribes should be divided, it would spell their doom. 
We know they did lose their integrality and were con- 
quered by their enemies. Christ realized a divided church 
would be unable to stand; therefore, He prayed in John 
17:21, concerning His apostles, “That they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the. world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” This oneness for which Christ prayed was 
to be the greatest strength of the apostolic Church, and it 
is likewise the greatest strength of the modern Church. 

A careful reading of the book of Acts shows that the 
prayer of Christ was adequately answered in the early 
days of the Church. The oneness for which He prayed is 
revealed in Acts 1:14, “These all continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer and supplication”; and Acts 2:1, “And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place”; and Acts 2:46, “And they, 
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God and 
having favor with all the people”; and Acts 4:24, “And 
when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God 
with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God which 
hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that 
in them is”; and Acts 5:12, “And they were all with one 
accord in Solomon’s porch”; and Acts 8:6, “And the people 
with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip 
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did”; 
and Acts 15:25, “It seemed good unto us, being assembled 
with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul.” If you read these scriptures 
carefully, with the verses that precede and follow them, 
you will notice that in each statement of the Christians’ 
singleness of heart, there is also a witness concerning the 
growth of the Church, or the strength of the Church, or 
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the mighty works of the Church. The power of unity can 
hardly be overestimated when God gave His testimony to 
it, the prophets urged it, Jesus Christ prayed that His 
followers might have it, and Paul warned the Christians 
lest they lose it. 


HAVING ONE COMPANION in a common 
cause is the greatest known source of courage to any man. 
Even though there are times when a Christian may find 
it necessary to stand alone, and must be willing to do so, 
it is much easier for him when he knows that even one 
other person will dare to stand with him for the cause 
they love. Moses had reference to this when he said, in 
Deuteronomy 32:30, that one should “chase a thousand, 
and two put ten thousand to flight.” If one companion 
can give so much encouragement and strength, think of 
the sum of inspiration and strength that attends a great 
body where there is unity and cohesion. A unit thus 
compounded of many becomes almost irresistible in any- 
thing it undertakes, and invulnerable to all who would 
conquer it. That is why the state of undividedness is 
proof-positive that a church is living, growing, and potent. 
That is why organic totality in Christ must by all means 
be achieved and preserved by the Church of God. 


Recent years have seen a great challenge to the integrity 
of the Church, for many who stand without the pale of 
its influence have denied its coherence with such vehem- 
ence that some have feared disunity might be imminent. 
From occasional conversations and councils that one 
might hear or attend, it may be rationally and rashly 
concluded that there is a prevalent discord. But it should 
be remembered that a questing for truth requires debate, 
and proving all things requires questioning tenets, prin- 
ciples, and methods. When men quest for truth and prove 
all things, it may sometimes look like contention or dis- 
sension—when in reality the exact opposite is the case. 
Where minds are not stereotyped and thinking is not. reg- 
imented, it naturally follows that there will be times of 
even violent differences of opinion and fervid debate; 
but it is always a healthful and progressive element in 
the work of the Lord. Men may differ on the periphery 
of a matter, that is, its fringes, and yet have attained 
the highest en rapport at its core, that is, on the basic 
issues. 


IN ORDER TO understand how this can be, 
we should know what unity is and what it requires. As has 
been pointed out above, Christ prayed for the oneness of 
His apostles, and the book of Acts indicates that his one- 
ness was attained—but, and remember this, it was a one- 
ness of spirit and not of personality, a unity of cause and 
not detail. All men are not cast in the same mould; nor 
does the new birth steamroller from them their individu- 
ality and compress them into the same mental or physical 
pattern. The glory of Christianity is that it takes many 
entities and makes them into a compact unity, with each 
entity retaining his identity and yet forming only a part 
of the identification of the whole. 

On one point Paul withstood Peter to the face, and yet 
who can deny that in the basic principles of Christianity 
and in the obsession of their religion, they were in such 
harmony that their views would have been inseparable. 
The fact that we may differ on some, or perhaps many, 
points by no means indicates that there is variance on the 
cardinal doctrines and principles of the Church. Mature 
minds can accept this, and Christian minds should cer- 
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tainly be mature, but callow thinking may deduce that 
views must coincide in every particular, if unity is to be a 
reality. This is not the case today, and never has been. 
Groups whose thinking is defined for them may think 
this is chaos, but, on the contrary, it is vigor and health. 

Real unity overshadows differences of opinion and dif- 
ferences of personality, for it engulfs the whole. Our union 
not only permits, but is founded upon, individual identi- 
fication. The overall unity of the Church of God demands 
for each the right to think, the right to search, the right 
to serve, the right to know, and the right to be. This is 
part and parcel of our unity, for our oneness is a matter 
of the spirit and of the heart. A unity that is attained 
not by edict, but by independent search, is true singleness 
of heart and mind. We do not believe alike because we 
have to, but rather because our studies and our com- 
munion with Christ have led us to a commonness of soul, 
a solidarity of purpose, and oneness in possession. 

Would there be any beauty in unity that is forced or 
imposed upon the people? We laugh at such an idea be- 
cause we know there could be no real unity, but only an 
outward appearance of it, while the spirit seethed with re- 
bellion and discontent. The state of Christian integrity is 
voluntary and divine—into which we are led as individ- 
uals by the Spirit of Gcd. We have concord not because 
we must agree, but because we do agree. When unity is 
thus achieved, not through fear but by conviction, it can 
be honestly said that we are an integral church and are 
in accord with spiritual union. Unity that is forced is not 
unity at all, but simply an appearance, for true unity lies 
in the heart and is undisturbed even when the surface 
may seem to indicate contention or discord. Actually, what 
appears to be contention and discord, when spiritual unity 
has been found, is simply a means of sifting and selecting 
thought so that greater concord can ultimately be re- 
alized. Embracing the whole of our hearts, there is surely 
that oneness for which Christ prayed; and we may be 
sure that by remaining in one accord and with singleness 
of heart, as with the early Church, the Lord will add “to 
the church daily such as should be saved.” 
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BY E. L. 


understood from the New Testament scriptures, but 

we wish to refer, first, to a few remarks made by 
Old Testament men, to show that repentance, with con- 
fessing and turning away or forsaking sin, has been a 
contributing factor to salvation all along. 

We shall first quote Job 11:13-15: “If thou prepare 
thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; if 
iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not 
wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou 
lift up thy face without spot.” You will find that action, or 
work, is necessary, which is to repentance what faith is to 
prayer. For instance, read Isaiah 1:16-20, “Wash you, 
make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes (to banish entirely, because you can’t 
hide anything from the eyes of God); cease to do evil 
(quit the sinning business); learn to do well (the good); 
seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow (do missionary work for God; be 
charitable; put work and faith into practice).” Then, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. If ye be willing (to do this) and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land. But if ye refuse and rebel 
(against God or His truth), ye shall be devoured with 
the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
Now see verse 15 and learn what an unrepentant heart 
and a sinful nature will do for you: “And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands 
are full of blood.” An awful predicament to be in, indeed, 
when God’s eye is closed against and He refuses to an- 
swer your prayers. God hears all prayers, but the hypo- 
crite’s prayer is an abomination unto Him. 

Ezekiel, over one hundred and fifty years later, gave 
about the same instruction: “Repent, and turn yourselves 
from your idols; and turn away from all your abomina- 
tion,” 14:6. Hosea said, “Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord,” 6:1; “My God will cast them away, because they 
did not hearken unto him,” 9:17; “O Israel, return unto 
the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity 
(sin),” 14:1. “. . . Return unto me, and I will return unto 
you. ... Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse... 
prove me ... if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing (work is more than lip ser- 
vice here),” Mal. 3:7, 10. 


Sfx SUBJECT OF repentance can be more clearly 


Joun, THE LAST Old Testament prophet, the 
forerunner of Christ, came with a message to the people. 
His principal theme was repentance and water baptism, 
and truly the people came confessing, repenting, and 
forsaking their sins, and were baptized of John in Jordan. 
They brought forth fruit meet for repentance (met all 
conditions), Matthew 3:2-11. He went into all the coun- 
try preaching baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins. As it is written, “The voice of one crying in the wil- 
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derness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” 

Baptism in water alone cannot be depended on to have 
satisfactory results. It does not grant you salvation, as 
some societies seem to affirm. If you will notice John’s 
teachings closely, you will find that he taught as other 
prophets and teachers. The message was to be given, and 
he was true to his calling; but no one has the responsibility 
of making the hearers accept their message. He taught 
repentance, confession of their sins and forsaking same. 
Also, he administered baptism, but he did not force or 
compel any. The promise of salvation is to “({him] that 
believeth.” There must be true submissiveness to the gos- 
pel for its effect to be realized. This can be known and 
felt by the believer, and friends can see a wonderful 
change. When actual sin is forgiven, there is a glad 
feeling of justification; and when born of the Spirit, one 
is a new creature. Old things pass away and behold all 
things become new. One begins living a new life. 

God has not formulated a plan of salvation that is 
free from effort or service on your part. There is woven 
all through the gospel a command to obey; even a com- 
mand to submit, confess, and forsake is our part. Confess 
and repent until forgiven is our service. Just to say, “I 
am sorry for my sin,” is not enough. Confess with godly 
sorrow. “Forsake” means to do away with or quit. You 
can convince God that you mean business and that you 
expect forgiveness and blessings. 


REPENTANCE IS A DEEP desire, emanating 
from a heart of contrition and sorrow for sin. To repent 
is to feel deeply the pain and sorrow of sin committed 
or unrendered service. God sees clearly and knows how sin- 
cere you are, whether it is just sorrow that the sin is 
known, or that you wish to get rid of it (Matthew 5). 
It is a wonderful blessing, indeed, to feel that desire and 
longing to repent. It is the goodness of God that leads 
to repentance (Romans 2:4). God’s simple commands are 
placed before us, and if we disobey or refuse to accept 
them, we shall be the sad losers. Sad regrets that follow 
may be too late to help us any. He commands men every- 
where to repent. Then, He is not slack concerning His 
promises to us to fulfill His will (2 Peter 3:19; Acts 17:30). 

From the time John came preaching in the wilderness, 
this has been a very prominent message. Christ Himself 
made the plea; then called the disciples and empowered 
them, sent them forth with the same message. They could 
not forgive sins, but were able to point the penitent to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. We 
cannot justify ourselves because of the acts of others, 
even church members, and say we need not repent. Jesus 
said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,” Luke 
13:1-5; Matthew 12:40. This is one deed that makes glad 
the heart of God, angels to rejoice, and starts a shout in 
the camp. Two worlds rejoice over the repentance of a 
contrite heart. It should cause thousands to want to re- 
pent and join hands in the glad affray which opens 
heaven’s door for us. 
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smoking was made by Columbus in 1494, after he 

had seen the natives of America smoking tobacco 

wrapped in the delicate inner husks of maize. The In- 

dians of Mexico still follow this practice of smoking. On 

—- ancient Indian graves evidences 

EARLIEST RECOR of tobacco have been found. It 

= aan aoe jcc is believed that tobacco was 

TOBACCO placed there for the comfort of 

the departed Indians. More an- 

cient evidences than these are the many myths concern- 

ing the weed which have been handed down from genera- 

tion to generation for ages. From these myths have come 
many rites and ceremonies of very ancient origin. 

The Indians, like all primitive people, were very super- 
stitious. When they learned to smoke tobacco, and no- 
ticed the pleasant feeling of exaltation which it seemed 
to inspire, they had a sense of supernatural power—a feel- 
ing that they had been permitted to enter the realms of 
the Great Spirit and foresee the future. When they saw 
the smoke of their pipes ascending to heaven, they imag- 
ined it to be the spirit of the sacred weed which would 
intercede for them. 

The Indians smoked tobacco at all their ceremonials. 
They used tobacco in much the same way as our more 
civilized progenitors. They offered up burnt offerings of 
animals, or even human beings, to their deities. A pleas- 
ant journey to the Happy Hunting Ground was assured 
the Indians when they died by the offerings of tobacco, 
as well as the customary foods, which were placed upon 
their places of burial. 

The Indian medicine men gave great virtue to this to- 
bacco weed. They called forth the spirits with the worship 
of this drug. Some of these medicine men maintained that 
by puffing clouds of smoke over the patient, they were 
able to divine the nature of the disease which afflicted 
the patient. 

In some respects the Indians looked upon smoking as 
we look upon eating. We have a custom which demands 
that we do not break bread or eat salt with a person 
toward whom we have unkind feelings or evil intentions. 
The Indians used the pipe as a test of friendship. To 
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smoke with anyone signified that all ill feeling had been 
forgotten. The pipe, therefore, was called “the peace pipe.” 
When this pledge of friendship was given, it was seldom 
violated. 

The superstitious beliefs of the Indians concerning this 
tobacco weed were soon carried to Europe, by the early 
explorers. The weed was introduced into England, France, 
and Spain. Each of these countries claimed the honor of 
having introduced the weed across the sea to the Ameri- 
cans. Tobacco was introduced into England, France, and 
Spain in the latter half of the sixteenth century. Its sup- 
posed virtues as a medicine so impressed the people of 
Europe that accounts of its phenomenal powers have been 
preserved for our information. 


THERE ARE MANY reasons why so many of 
our men, women, boys, and girls are smoking today. The 
most prevalent reason sO many people smoke today is 
the example left by those whom 
they respect. Parents, prominent 
pr eod pag Re educators, doctors, and even 

clergymen are smoking their 
cigarettes with the greatest abandon. Young people, if 
they reason at all, do so after this manner, “If smoking 
is harmful to health, to character, to scholarship, to ef- 
ficiency, and general usefulness, surely prominent, in- 
fluential, and public-spirited people would not smoke.” 
Among the other reasons why people learn to smoke 
are: mass suggestion through clever advertising cam- 
paigns, personal suggestions on the part of friends and 
associates, and a dislike of being different than other peo- 
ple. Smoking among boys is often mistakenly believed to 
be manly, and the boy who does not smoke with his smok- 
ing friends may be called a sissy. The example of socially 
prominent women, either locally known or those whose 
pictures appear in magazine advertisements, sets the ex- 
ample for many girls and even older women who should 
know better. When a few are bold enough to smoke at a 
party, the others who are present do not wish to be out- 
done. Some people take up the tobacco habit through 
self-pity. They say, “Smoking is about all the pleasure 
poor people get out of life, and I believe I am entitled 
to it.” 
A most important factor in the spread of the tobacco 
habit is the insincere attitude of the average smoker. Al- 
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and HEALTH 


By W. D. Pole 


though when earnestly questioned by his physician, a 
close friend, or a member of his family, he will usually 
admit that his habit is harmful to him in various ways, 
and if he had it to do over he would not develop it. One 
of the greatest difficulties confronting those medical sci- 
entists, who for unselfish reasons alone would declare 
to parents and young people of today the astounding facts 
about the great harmfulness of smoking, lies in the fact 
that because most doctors have given themselves, also, to 
the use of tobacco in childhood or youth, the people will 
not read or listen to the honest facts; and by their ex- 
ample, and sometimes even their advice. these doctors en- 
courage others to become victims of this dreadful habit. 


‘THE GREATEST CAUSE for the spreading of 
the tobacco habit is personal greed and profit. In the past 
25 years man has stooped to his very lowest in selfish- 
ness just to put a few pieces of 
silver into his pockets. Before 
See AMIES TSO PACSS = this time the use of cigarettes 

was confined mostly to the low- 
er class of people. Cigarettes were already recognized as 
being injurious to health. Many times cigarettes were 
called “coffin nails” because they caused tuberculosis. A 
few years before World War I cigarettes were seldom used 
in decent society. Most smokers did not want to be seen 
smoking then in public. During the war, however, all this 
was changed; the present custom of men’s smoking when 
and where they please, regardless of the comfort of others, 
including women and children, was introduced. Soon wom- 
en and girls began to smoke cigarettes. The tobacco com- 
panies recognized this opportunity and began their cam- 
paign of advertising to induce every man, woman, boy, 
and girl in this country to become addicts to this waste- 
ful, useless, and extremely harmful drug. 


The tobacco companies have stopped at nothing that 
might serve to popularize their products. In additions to 
the blatant propaganda in magazines, newspapers, on bill- 
boards and the screen, college magazines have even been 
persuaded to spread their propaganda. Even more dread- 
ful than the inducements of the tobacco companies, ad- 
vertising has been the power of these companies over the 
press and radio. The publishers and their editors know 
that if they publish anything that is suggestive of the 
great harmfulness of tobacco to health, the tobacco com- 
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“Know ye not 
that the unright- 


eous shall not in- 


herit the kingdom 
of God?” 





panies may cancel their valuable advertising contracts. 
News of the most vital importance to the public is, there- 
fore, withheld. 

Dr. Thomas Nixon Carver, a prominent college professor, 
declared: “There was a time when the church and the 
school were the most effective agencies for changing 
tastes, habits, and standards of conduct. Modern adver- 
tising now rivals them. Unfortunately, modern advertising 
is always on the side of the moneymaker. If the money- 
maker is running a socially harmful business, advertising 
is a bad thing. The more skillful the moneymaker is, the 
worse it is.” 


POSSIBLY THE MOST influential develop- 
ment to help the spread of the tobacco habit has been 
the sanction of smoking by some ministers. Instead of 
some ministers preaching against the use of tobacco, they 
use the stuff themselves. 

Tobacco smoke contains a number of potent poisons, 
the chief, one being, of course, nicotine. One who smokes 
40 cigarettes daily absorbs nearly a pound of nicotine 
annually. This is enough of the poison to kill at least 
8,000 cats. Taken internally, nicotine is one of the most 
potent of poisons; 1/65 of a grain taken by the mouth 
causes symptoms of poisoning, and a single drop of nico- 
tine will kill a rabbit or cat in a few seconds. Some of the 
other poisons are carbon monoxide, methyl or wood al- 
cohol, pyridine, arsenic, and furfural. It is this soothing 
narcotic which brings about a craving for the drug. It 
is the nicotine which is responsible for its narcotic, habit- 
forming qualities; for most of its health-and-efficiency- 
destroying, and life-shortening effects. 

Nicotine acts harmfully upon the heart. Coronary dis- 


- ease of the heart is six times as prevalent among hearty 


smokers as among nonsmokers. Coronary disease of the 
heart is as deadly as cancer, and with the rapid con- 
sumption of cigdrettes since World War I it has become 
an extremely common cause of death at a rather early 
period in life. Dr. Pearl of John Hopkins Hospital has re- 
liable and unquestionable statistics which show that near- 
ly 40,000 out of every 100,000 heavy smokers in this coun- 
try die between the ages of 30 and 50, but only about 
half as many nonsmokers die between those ages. 


(Continued next week) 
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son reached a certain age he would give him a jack- 

knife and then watch what he did with it. If he 
used it wisely and well, his father soon gave him a calf. 
If the calf were properly cared for, the boy got a horse. 
If the horse were handled with understanding and ap- 
preciation, the father set the boy up on a farm of his 
own, complete with implements and stock. 

That man knew from experience that to be responsive 
to responsibility is one of life’s surest demands, and that 
a farm could as easily be ruined by unresponsiveness as 
could a horse, or a calf, or a jackknife. He had found a 
simple, yet effective, way of determining if his sons were 
responsive to responsibility. 

Because the Bible is a book of experience, this same 
note runs through it, and nowhere is it made clearer than 
in the book of Jonah. The story of Jonah and the whale 
is a very familiar story. There has been great controversy 
as to whether a whale could really swallow a man, and if 
so, whether the man could live in the whale’s stomach 
for three days. Now, as to whether it is a literal history, 
or imaginative fiction, or a combination of both, this 
story contains a truth that is deeper than either history 
or fiction, and it is that truth that we want to get. What 
does it teach us about being responsive to responsibility? 

The first thing it says to us is this, when you evade re- 
sponsibility, you get into trouble. That’s what happened 
to Jonah. “Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah 
the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and cry against it... . But Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish.” 

Nineveh lay northeast of Palestine, but Tarshish lay to 
the farthest borders of the west, in the peninsula we now 
call Spain. Jonah set out to evade his responsibility by 
getting as far away from it as possible. But what hap- 
pened? The ship and all aboard came near to disaster. 
When we try to evade responsibility, we get into trouble. 


_Y: HAS BEEN SAID of a certain farmer that as each 


SoMETIMES the trouble is active, as it turned 
out to be when the civilized world was not responsive to 
the need for genuine international government, sabotaged 
the League of Nations by neglect, and reaped a Hitler, a 
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By H. L. CHESSER 


General Secretary-Treasurer 


Mussolini, and a Stalin as a result. When we evade re- 
sponsibility, trouble follows. 

Sometimes the trouble is passive; seemingly impercep- 
tible, but nonetheless real. So it turned out for Antonias 
Felix. His shadow in the pages of Scripture is a living em- 
bodiment of that heart-searching couplet, “Of all sad 
words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these—it might 
have been.” 

Felix might have been one of the great characters of 
history had he been responsive to responsibility. He was 
the Roman governor of Palestine for several years; a man 
of wealth, influence, and social standing. But all we know 
about him is that he kept Saint Paul in jail for two years. 
He might have become a Christian. We do know that he 
considered it, and it is hard to imagine what impetus 
such a decision would have given to the infant faith, and 
harder yet to imagine the place he might have occupied 
as the first Roman ruler to embrace Christianity. But he 
never responded to his responsibility, and he disappears 
completely from the stage of history. 

Reflect for a moment what this means in our own lives. 
It means that the parent who evades the responsibility 
of religion in the home, grace at the table, family prayers, 
the regular reading of the Bible, and above all the deter- 
mination to understand all things with the mind of Christ 
—the parent who evades these things is heading for trou- 
ble. 

It means that the man who works for a living, but 
evades the responsibility of giving an honest day’s work, 
who doesn’t keep the business of his employer at the fore- 
front of his mind, but thinks that the world owes him a 
living—that man is heading for trouble. It means that 
the businessman who directly or indirectly controls the 
jobs and welfare cf others, but who evades the responsi- 
bility of men’s rights to decent living conditions, fair 
prices, social security, and all the rest—that man is head- 
ing for trouble. It means that the housewife who evades 
the responsibility of creating a cheerful and inviting at- 
mosphere in the home is heading for trouble. It means 
that the church member who evades the responsibility of 
serving where he can in our ccmmon cause, letting his 
light shine that others may see his good works, is heading 
for trouble. When we evade responsibility, we get into 
trouble. 

But the story doesn’t end there. Here is a second thing 
it teaches us. When we accept responsibility, Gcd will help 


(Continued on page 10) 
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“Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion,” Isaiah 
52:1a. 


“Be strong,” 1 Corinthians 16:13d. 


E IN THE REGISTRAR’S OFFICE of Fur- 

7] f pom University a few weeks ago, I noticed a 

placard hanging on the wall, which bore these 
words: “A coward never starts; the weak die along the 
way; only the strong make it through.” How true that is! 
Not only does it apply to persons in secular walks of life, 
but to Christians, also, especially those who have been 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

From the very beginning of time, strength has had the 
advantage. In the animal world the strong animals take 
advantage of the smaller and weaker animals. Especially 
is the lion noted for his strength and courage, as is the 
gorilla. Almost every other animal fears these two king 
beasts because of their great strength. When attacked 
by animals which are of much lesser strength, they are 
able to overcome their enemies and remain alive, where- 
as the weaker are destroyed. This is true in the lives of 
great birds, also, such as the eagle. With their great 
strength they are able to destroy or defeat beasts or ani- 
mals that would otherwise destroy and defeat them. If 
the eagle or the lion were weaklings, they never would 
have been feared and respected by the other animals and 
birds as they are. 

In the world of man, strength has played a leading 
role in bringing’ him to the status he is today. The first 
men upon the face of the earth depended on their strength 
to keep them alive. They were continually hunting for 
food and shelter; had they been weak and cowardly they 
never could have survived. When our country was being 
settled and pioneered, the lives those people were required 
to live were not lives of luxury, but were lives filled with 
trials and hardships which only strong persons could en- 
dure. Cowards stayed where they had lives of ease, and 
the weak ones were not able to carry on. Those pioneers 
who settled in this country about three hundred years 
ago were people of great courage and strength—and it 
wasn’t all physical strength, either. They loved and be- 
lieved in God, and He supplied them with the strength 
they needed. If those courageous people had not had the 
strength to overcome obstacles and endure hardships, I 
wonder where we would be today. 

Even in our world today, the ones with strength and 
courage are the ones who are depended on to protect our 





mind and Christian equity. 
Harold L. Chesser is a young ministerial student in the Church of 
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country. When our country is in need of someone for 
duty, it is not those who are weak and afraid who are 
called on. We have no use for that kind of people—neither 
does the Lord Jesus Christ. When God wants something 
done in this wicked world, He doesn’t call on the ones who 
are weak and afraid of the enemy. He wants people who 
are filled with the Holy Ghost and the power of God. 
That strong person for whom the world is looking is a 
person who is wealthy, famous, and physically strong. It 
doesn’t matter whether or not he is weak morally and 
mentally, just so he is “Superman” or “Rockefeller.” But 
God wants someone who is strong spiritually. A person 
who is not filled with the Holy Ghost and the power 
of almighty God will never be able to fill the need of God 
and the world. 


Samson is a good example of what becomes 
of physical strength without mental, moral, and spiritual 
strength. As long as he was doing all he could fcr God 
and remained spiritually strong, he had great power and 
strength. But when he turned a deaf ear to God and lis- 
tened to the wooings of Delilah, he became very weak 
and yielded to her, telling the secret of the great strength 
God had given him. After that he was just an ordinary 
person, and was overcome by the Philistines. As Samson 
did, some four thcusand years ago, many people today, 
who claim to have power, depend wholly on themselves 
for strength and think that is sufficient. But when they 
arise and shake themselves, they find they are weak and 
unable to master the situation. Samson never would have 
revealed his secret had he been as strong in the Lord as 
he should have been. For that fleeting moment of spiritual 
weakness, he suffered the loss of his physical power and 
strength and became the slave of the enemy. That, my 
Christian friend, is what will happen to you and to me 
if we let ourselves become weak spiritually and stray 
away from the Lord—become slaves and servants of the 
enemy; unless we get down to business with the Lord and 
quit dilly-dallying around with the world. 


The need for strength and power is great indeed. Man 
himself cannot produce the power needed to win the race 


(Continued on page-~ 11) 


Page 9 








OUR RESPONSE TO RESPONSIBILITY 
(Continued from page 8) 


us to fulfill ‘it. That’s what happened to Jonah. When he 
came to his senses and realized that he couldn’t evade 
the word of the Lord, he said, “I will pay that that I have 
vowed.” The result was that when he got to Nineveh, he 
was one of the most phenomenally successful preachers 
on record. We are told that he converted the whole city, 
which was notorious for its immorality, to a God-fearing 
people, from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them, in a day’s time. He certainly didn’t do it alone. 


Nor TOO MANY YEARS ago one would have 
imagined that there would be little opportunity for a holi- 
ness church in America. All the other churches were al- 
ready here and were well established. The Congregational 
Pilgrims had been in New England for one hundred and 
fifty years. The Baptists had been in Rhode Island for 
almost as long. The Quakers dominated the State of Penn- 
sylvania; the Roman Catholics, Maryland; and anybody 
who was anybody belonged to the Church of England. 
What chance did a group of people have to start another 
church? 

Yet, Francis Asbury was responsive to the responsibility 
to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land. On his 
way to America he wrote in his journal, “Whither am I 
going? To the new world? What to do? To gain honor? 
No, if I know my own heart. To get money? No. I am go- 
ing to live for God and bring others so to do.” 

Twenty-six days after his arrival he wrote again, “My 
brethren seem unwilling to leave the crypt cities, but I 
think I shall show them the way.” So Asbury mounted his 
horse and began riding the frontier in the search for souls. 
He rode a total of more than a quarter of a million miles 
and preached 16,000 times, an average of a sermon a day 
for fifty years. 

When he began, there were only a half dozen Methodist 
preachers in the United States. Before he had finished, 


he had ordained 4,000 with his own hands. When he began, . 


there were only 1,000 Methodists in the Colonies. When 
he died, there were 215,000. When you are responsive to 
responsibility, God is on your side. For whom God calls, 
He equips. 

It has been said that it cost us $25,000 for each Japanese 
that was killed during World War II, and that they could 
have been converted for many thousands less. As a nation, 
as a church, as individuals, do we respond to our respon- 
sibility? We have had certain responsibilities thrust upon 
us as a nation, as a church, and as individuals, but have 
we, as a Bible church, a Pentecostal church, accepted the 
responsibility of taking the gospel to all the world? 

Pastors, have we accepted our responsibility as men of 
God in our community to help do something about the 
civic affairs? Do we respond to our responsibility to do 
justice, love, mercy, and walk humbly with God in our 
national and international affairs? God’s help would be 
our natural ally and would find a way. But if we trust 
- to our own skill and cleverness to intrigue an expediency, 
then it really will be a miracle if we get the gospel to all 
the world. 

The very same thing is true in our lives. When we ac- 
cept responsibility for a program of home religion, God 
enables us to have the time for it. When we accept the 
responsibility for others’ welfare, we find that business 
prospers. When we accept the responsibility for a cheerful 
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forgiving attitude, we find that our families would rather 
be at home than anywhere else. When we accept respon- 
sibility for our church, we find that religion has more 
meaning. When we accept the responsibility of promoting 
a life of holiness, an attitude of faith, God helps us to ful- 
fill it. 


FrInatty, the book of Jonah teaches us that 
if we accept and discharge one responsibility, we shall 
have another to perform. That does not seem too inviting. 
Be that as it may, it is true. 

That’s what happened to Jonah. Most of us, I’m afraid, 
never read the story as far as that. But after Nineveh 
repented of its ways, God naturally didn’t bring the de- 
struction upon it that Jonah had proclaimed He would. 
After all, God was more interested in living saints than 
dead sinners. 

Jonah, however, was hurt. He felt that God had made 
a liar out of him before all these despised pagans. The 
last chapter of the book tells us how God laid on Jonah 
the new responsibility of learning to forgive. His first re- 
sponsibility—to proclaim destruction in the name of the 
Lord. When responded to, led to a new responsibility—to 
learn how to forgive. That is a good lesson for us. I have 
known of cases where pastors were determined to get cer- 
tain people out of the church before they left, because 
they were not their friends and because they didn’t get 
along too well together. I have known them to be deter- 
mined in their hearts and minds to “get even” with people 
instead of having a forgiving spirit. 

If we are responsive to the responsibilities of our nature 
to marry and have children, we shall soon have additional 
responsibilities. If one is responsive to his responsibilities 
as a workman, he will soon find additional responsibilites 
given him. If one is responsive to his responsibilities as a 
businessman, he will soon have civic responsibilities. If one 
is responsive to his responsibilities as a church member, he 
will soon be a member of a board or a committee. If we 
are responsive to our responsibilities relative to the church, 
we shall have plenty to do. I have known of men who were 
responsive to their responsibilities until they were willing 
to give everything they had to keep the church going. 
They were willing to mortgage their homes to keep the 
church from losing its property. God does not forget those 
things. He sees them; He understands them; and He 
blesses men and women for responding to responsibility. 


WHEN WE LOOK into the Hall of Fame, we 
find certain names that have been almost immortalized 
because men were responsive to responsibility. Whenever 
you accept a responsibility, you will have another to per- 
form. 

A prominent historian has said that this very same 
principle is one of the keys to history. He calls it “challenge 
and response.” When a group of people is responsive to 
the responsibility to use its environment to make life more 
abundant, as the pioneers of the frontiers, civilization 
advances. Or, if they are responsive to tame the savage 
in themselves, civilization advances. If they are not re- 
sponsive to the physical and moral challenge confronting 
them, civilization decays. 

Walt Whitman has said, “It is provided in the essence 
of things that from any fruition of success, no matter 
what, shall come forth something to make a greater strug- 
gle necessary.” Is this not one of our surest reasons for 
the assurance of immortality? The realization that even 


The Church of God Evangel 








7S we s&s 

















the best of us have untold capacity for growth, untold 
capacity to respond to responsibility, greater in our old 
age than in our youth, increasing spiritually and decreas- 
ng physically, makes heaven a necessity. Yes, this is life 
abundant and eternal, that we should willingly respond 
to-and perform each new responsibility. 





ONLY THE STRONG 
(Continued from page 9) 


that is on between God and Satan for the life and soul 
of man. Only one person can supply that sincere need, 
and that is the Lord God of heaven. David, in Psalm 29:11, 
said, “The Lord will give strength unto his people.” How 
could David say this unless he knew it to be factual? He 
knew God would give strength to His people, else how 
could a small shepherd lad with only a sling, a stone, 
and the Lord as his weapon go against a giant who had 
defied the whole army of Israel and expect to defeat him 
except God give him strength? Had God not given him 
the needed strength, he never would have attempted the 
task. We can overcome and defeat the giants of doubt, 
despair, and fear if we receive our strength from the Lord. 
We can’t do it by ourselves; we would fail miserably. But 
when our strength comes from the Lord, nothing can 
stand in the way. The strength He sends to us isn’t nec- 
essarily physical strength, but it is the strength that 
causes the devil to be afraid, instead of the child of God. 


GIDEON had 32,000 men and was looking for 
more, but God said he already had too many. Old Gideon 
was just where God wanted him. When God told him he 
had too many, he went to work getting rid of some of 
them. Finally he went to battle with only 300 men. But 
Gideon was not depending on himself, nor the Israelite 
army; he was depending on God. Habakkuk 3:19 says, 
“The Lord God is my strength,” and with consolation, 
Gideon went to battle, knowing that no man nor army 
could defeat the God-led army. He had all the strength 
he needed to win the battle. With God as our strength, 
we, too, can win any battle we have to fight. When we 
leave God out, we become very weak and, therefore, are 
victims instead of victors. 

How could Daniel have interpreted the dreams of Neb- 
uchadnezzar and Belshazzar had he been a lukewarm, 
wishy-washy, so-called Christian? He couldn’t have done 
the job within himself, and he knew it. He knew, also, that 
it took the strength of God to defy the kings of Babylon 
and then have them call on him for help. Daniel was full 
of the power of God. He knew, as David did in Psalm 
27:1, “The Lord is the strength of my life,” and he used 
that strength for the glory of God. 

Joseph never could have been governor of Egypt had he 
been weak and afraid to live for God. He was strong 
enough in God to give the devil ringing defeat by resisting 
temptation and remaining true to God when being falsely 
accused. Because he was tried and tempted, Joseph didn’t 
hang his head in shame and give up, or accuse God of 
forsaking him—the way some people do. They are so weak 
they can’t stand a little persecution, even though Jesus 
said, “Blessed are ye when men shall persecute you, for 
righteousness’ sake.” They act like He said “cursed” in- 
stead of “blessed.” Joseph trusted in the Lord, and as a 
result of his strength in God, he was made governor of 
Egypt. See how strong in the Lord you can be and maybe 
He can do something for you. 
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Paul had many persecutions after his conversion; still 
he went on serving God. As he stood before Agrippa and 
Caesar, he remembered the words of Christ, “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Even in the 
face of the hardest trial and greatest persecution, Paul 
had the needed strength to come out victorious and tell 
us, Romans 8:37, “We are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us.” Through heartache, hardship, trial, 
temptation, and sorrow we are more than mere conquer- 
ors by the power and strength of God. It is only through 
Him that we can be conquerors over sin. Even as Paul 
was able to withstand every onslaught from Satan, so may 
we have that same strength. 


WE ARE LIVING in a day when strength in 
Jesus Christ is needed more than ever before, and is ab- 
solutely necessary if real victory is expected. In his letter 
to the Ephesians, Paul exhorts us to “be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might.” We cannot expect to pos- 
sess strength if our lives are not Christ-filled, prayer- 
filled lives. Daniel prayed three times a day, and God 
gave him the strength he needed. How can we expect to 
have needed strength to overcome the world if we don’t 
pray even three times a week? One of the main elements 
in gaining strength from God is to “pray without ceasing.” 


Many Christians are wondering why they are not blessed 
by the Lord, or why they are not able to resist the temp- 
tations of the world. I think I can just about answer their 
questions by asking, How often do you pray? How often 
do you read your Bible and attend prayer meeting? If you 
did not plan to be victorious, why did you enter the race? 
God didn’t give the devil permission to persecute Job be- 
cause He didn’t love him. No, but God wanted to find out 
just how strong Job was. God sends only that trial or 
temptation He will give strength to overcome. You are not 
a coward because you did start, but if you are weak in 
the Lord and can’t trust Him, you cannot be victorious. 

Physical strength is but temporary strength; even the 
great strength of the rock of Gibraltar will pass away, 
but Isaiah 26:4 tells us that “in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength.” To be strong in Jesus our Lord is not 
just temporary strength, but eternal. To. be strong in God 
is to win victory after victory, continually overcoming the 
devil in whatever manner he comes our way. 

When we were saved through faith by the blood of Jesus 
Christ, our lives were ghanged to new and beautiful lives. 
When we were sanctified by Christ, our new lives were 
completely cleansed of all foreign elements. When God 
filled us with the Holy Ghost, we were endued with power 
and became strong in the Lord. When we are sirong in the 
Lord, He can use us to the best interest of His work. When 
we are strong in God, we can do more for Him and His 
church. When we are strong in Christ Jesus, we are able 
to fight the battle of life more courageously. 

Let us as Christians in a world that needs to know of 
the power of Jesus Christ, become strong in the Lord and 
in the power of His might, rededicating and reconsecrat- 
ing our lives to the service of God, and have a little 
more “knee-action” in our lives that we owe to the power 
and strength of God. Let us keep in mind that the people 
who never start are the cowards, and the weak are con- 
tinually dying along the way. When we come to the end 
of this life and the crowns of life and mansions are being 
distributed, it will not be the weak who will receive them, 
“ONLY THE STRONG.” 
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MISSOURI STATE MINISTERS’ 
MEETING 


The ministers of Missouri have just 
had a spiritual treat at the state min- 
isters’ meeting, which convened at the 
St. Louis, Vista Avenue, Church of 
God, September 8, 9. Rev. R. E. Nuzum 
was the host and delivered the wel- 
come address in the opening service 
on Monday night. 

The most outstanding characteristic 
of the meeting was the fellowship of 
the ministers. About 45 ministers were 
present, ten of these being new in the 
state. These were welcomed by the 
overseer, as he wished them a good 
and prosperous year in the work of 
the Master. 

The following state board was se- 
lected on Monday night: C. E. Yates, 
Flat River; Harold Moore, Leadwood; 
A. M. Dorman, St. Louis; S. B. Mc- 
Cane, Cantwell; A. S. Smitty, Potosi. 
The service on this night was cli- 
maxed with a very inspirational mes- 
sage by the state overseer, Glyndon 
Logsdon. His subject was “The Minis- 
try of the Spirit and the Church.” 

The business of the state was taken 
care of Tuesday morning and after- 
noon. A wonderful spirit of love and 
harmony prevailed throughout the 
business session. After the business 
session on Tuesday afternoon, the la- 
dies of the Vista Avenue Church were 
hostesses to the ministers, treating 
them to a very delightful dinner. 

The evening service was an hour of 
glory. I am sure everyone felt the 
Spirit of the Lord and were made 
happy in Him. State Youth Director 
Juel Sealey delivered a sermon en- 
titled “The Answer for Our Problems 
Is Prayer,” and Rev. S. B. McCane 
pastor at Cantwell, Missouri, preache 
on “The Vision of Working Together.” 
Brother McCane’s sermon was soul- 
stirring and was a challenge to every 
— in the state to be an evan- 
gelist. 

The ministers of the State of Mis- 
souri left this meeting with a burning 
desire to see souls saved. I predict a 
bright and glorious year for the 
Church of God in the State of Mis- 
o*- G. Sealey, State Youth Di- 
rector. 


AUGUSTA, Me.—We praise God for 
His blessings on us here. The power of 
God is felt and manifested in every 
service. We have had a very prosper- 
ous year with Rev. Ruth Justin as our 
pastor. She preached her farewell ser- 
mon on eg ag 24. We appreciate the 
fine work she did as our pastor.—Lida 
B. Ricker, Clerk. 
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SUPERNATURAL 
By Vivian Backman 


ANY A RELIGION has come 

into existence by the medita- 
VW) = of carnal men. Holy 
men of God were moved upon by the 
Holy Ghost to bring to us the Bible, 
and when I accept any teaching I 
want to know it is being brought to 
me by a holy man of God. Carnal 
men want to keep things on a carnal 
basis to fit their carnal minds. 

I’m so glad for the day when I was 
born of the Spirit. That day I exper- 
ienced a work of the supernatural. 
Christ’s birth was supernatural, as 
well as every day of His life, even in 
death. Because I believe in the super- 
natural, I accept the fact that His 
blood definitely atones for sin. 

We can join with Paul in saying 
that things which are seen were not 
made of things that do appear. God 
doesn’t have to copy or repeat. A 
march brought down the walls of Jer- 
icho; hailstones defeated the Gibeon- 
ites; a few pebbles were David’s stock- 
pile of defense bombs; an earthquake 
freed Paul and Silas, so I’m confident 
He has a way to help us. Thank God 
for true Christianity which is a re- 


ligion flavored with constant experi- - 


ences of supernatural intervention. 

Carnal men refuse to accept the 
speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives 
the utterance. They say, “I don’t know 
how the Spirit moves, convincing men 
of sin, revealing Jesus through the 
Word, creating faith in Him.” I don’t 
know how He does it—I only know He 
does. I see it in the Word. That’s good 
enough for me. 

Housewives are often faced with 
callers who are propagating some 





false religion. Check them as to their 
attitude concerning the supernatural- 
ness of the Son of God, our union 
with Christ by the spiritual birth, 
speaking in tongues, healing for the 
body as well as the soul, and then the 
daily walk of faith by every true child 
of God in holiness, obedience, and 
confidence toward God. 

Let’s keep the reality of the super- 
natural in our thinking, in our con- 
versations, and in’ our endeavors for 
God. God makes a way where there 
is no way and provides a way of es- 
cape. The new convert marvels at how 
easily he says “no” to the temptations 
of the world. The low wage earner 
marvels at how well he fed his family 
on so little. A little mother marvels 
as to how calm she was when tragedy 
struck. 

Men’s hearts are failing them for 
fear, while some take their own lives 
to attempt to quiet their troubled 
minds, but the child of God travels 
on, singing, “God holds the future in 
His hands,” or, “In every test, lean on 
His breast; God will*provide for you.” 

To try to explain away the facts of 
the coming judgments doesn’t dent 
God’s Word. We’ll just believe that He 
is and that He means what He says. 
The devil is still saying, “Ye shall not 
surely die.” He’s not hard to detect. 
The true child of God is still saying, 
“It is written.” You may be just a 
housewife, but you can know the 
Word of God. You can know what 
promises are yours as well as you 
know the price of potatoes at such 
and such a store. His Word works 
supernaturally for all who are not 
only hearers, but doers of the Word. 
“By faith I see the victory for me.” £ 


The Church of God Evangel 
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SHOW COMMUNIST PLAN FOR 
DRIVE AGAINST RELIGION 
In a report recently prepared by a 
top government agency, details of the 


Communist program for the destruc- 
tion of religion are outlined. The con- 
tents of the report have been made 
known, though its source is not spe- 
cifically identified. 

According to the report, the Com- 
munist governments start by trying 
to establish national churches sepa- 
rated from contact with the church 
abroad and loyal to the local govern- 
ment. Eventually, however, their aim 
is the complete elimination of relig- 
ious worship and religious teaching. 
The Communists determine the 
amount of activity against the church 
by the number of members the church 
has. If a large part of the population 
is in the church, the government must 
go slow. But if the church is small, its 
leaders are liquidated and the church 
suppressed. 


NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONVENTION HELD 

PORTLAND, Oregon (EP) Portland 
was host city to the national conven- 
tion of the National Sunday School 
Association, October 1-4, with well-at- 
tended meetings in the Municipal 
Auditorium seating 5,000 persons. Out- 
standing Sunday School authorities 
were speakers at the seminars and 
workshops, and Sunday School work- 
ers from all over the United States 
athered for the series of meetings. 
e NSSA Executive Board approved 
the lesson outlines for 1955 of the 
NSSA Uniform Lesson Outlines, which 
were presented for their approval by 
officials of the NSSA Curriculum 
Committee, and plans were begun for 
the next year’s lesson outlines. The 
convention was climaxed by a Sunday 
School parade through the downtown 
area of Portland on Saturday morn- 
ing, and by a giant Youth Rally in 
the evening at which Stuart Hamblen, 
converted Hollywood singer and the 
nominee for President on the Prohibi- 
tion ticket, was the featured speaker. 


EVANGELIST LAUNCHES NEW FILM 
PORTLAND, Oregon (EP) Evangel- 
ist Oral Roberts, salvation-healing 
preacher of national fame, who is 
packing out his 12,500-seat circus tent 
in revival meetings around the nation, 
premiered a 94-minute color-sound 
film presenting his ideas on salvation 
and divine healing with the telling of 
the story of the healing of a ten-year- 
old boy from tuberculosis and the con- 
version of the family to Christ. The 
film, “Venture into Faith,” was made 
by Hollywood technicians for the dy- 
namic evangelist at a cost of $80,000, 
and is done with professional tech- 
nique and a splendid cast. The sto 
is based on a true experience whic 
took place during Roberts’ meetings, 
and relates an experience which ac- 
tually happened in the family of one 
of the evangelist’s converts. The film 
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will begin immediate showings 
throughout Washington and Oregon 
in churches and high-school auditori- 
ums. Roberts will not permit it to be 
shown in moving picture houses, and 
specifies that an altar call must fol- 
low its showing. The premiere in 
Robert’s tent in Portland, September 
29, was marked by several hundred 
conversions at the close. The huge 
tent was packed, and thousands stood 
outside to view the film. 

The Oral Roberts revival meeting in 
Portland came to a close the night 
before. During the 17-day campaign, 
111,500 people came to hear the re- 
vivalist, and a count of 2,450 converts 
was made at the altar. A group of 47 
local churches sponsored the meetings 
which were declared eminently suc- 
cessful by the pastors who supported 
the campaign. Many are reporting an 
influx of new members to their 
churches as a result of the revival 
meetings. Robert’s next campaign is 
in Stocktcn, California. 


NEWS OF PERMANENT INTEREST 
No Vatican Appointment 

(EP) President Truman has indi- 
cated that he no longer intends to 
make an appointment of a personal 
representative to the Vatican. Such 
an appointment was considered likely 
after his proposal for a regular am- 
bassador to the Vatican fell flat last 
winter. It remains to be seen what 
attitude the next President will take 
to the matter. 

ASK FOR EMPHASIS ON 
PENTECOST DAY 

GREEN LAKE, Wisconsin (EP) Ob- 
servance of Pentecost Day as an im- 
portant religious holiday highlighted 
plans for a revitalized program of 
evangelism mapped here at the an- 
nual Ministers and Evangelism Con- 
ference of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. “Until now we have laid stress 
on the celebration of Christmas and 
Easter, and then after Easter we have 
been guilty of ‘going on vacation,’” 
said Dr. Walter Woodbury, of New 
York, secretary of the evangelism for 
the Convention’s Home Missions So- 
ciety. He added, “Pentecost Day is an 
important one in the history of the 
Church and should receive greater 
emphasis.” (Note: Pentecost Day, 
1953, falls on May 24.) 


AMERICAN RELIGION AT A GLANCE 
" The United States in 1950 
ad: 


285 local churches and units of re- 
ligion of all faiths—Christians, Jews 
and others—with 87,548,021 members. 
246,240 Sunday and Sabbath schools 
of all faiths, with 29,775,357 pupils, of- 
ficers and teachers. 166,891 clergy— 
both men and women—actively en- 
gaged in religious work out of a total 
of 281,251 ordained clergy. Of these, 
3,763 were women, of whom 2,437 were 
active in church work. Church prop- 
erty of 125 denominations valued at 
$5,234,979,598. Total contributions of 
these churches for all purposes was 
$1,138,737,506—$56,567,292 for forei 
missions, $58,724,358 for home mis- 

ons. 


WIDESPREAD STARVATION IN 
MIDDLE EAST 


(EP)—Washington, D. C., food au- 
thorities estimate that a million hu- 
man beings may die of starvation as 
result of the great plague of locusts 
in parts of Africa and middle Asiatic 
countries. Under the direction of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, American as well as 
Russian plans have been engaged in 
large-scale spraying as part of the in- 
ternational efforts to control these 
ravenous insects. 


CATHOLIC PUBLICITY 


(EP) Profit from the experience of 
the Catholics if you would consider 
the value of a planned and consistent 
program of public relations. 

A total of 403,315 requests for in- 
formation about Roman Catholicism 
has been received by the Knights of 
Columbus as a result of its advertis- 
ing program. They add that 27,933 
persons have been enrolled for Cath- 
olic instruction by mail through ad- 
vertisements published in newspapers 
= magazines, starting in February, 

The Catholic Hour ceiebrated its 
twentieth anniversary last year. Es- 
timates are that it has pulled 4,000,000 
letters in the twenty years on the NBC 
network. 


PLAN TO DRAIN HULEH SWAMPS 
IN GALILEE - 


JERUSALEM (EP) The Jewish Na- 
tional Fund has signed a IL.2,000,000 
(Israel pounds) Huleh reclamation 
agreement with the Construction Ag- 
gregates Corporation of Chicago for 
the draining of the Huleh swamps in 
Galilee. The contract calls for the re- 
placing of gorges by drainage canals 
as well as the construction of a dyke 
enclosing over 3,000 acres of peat de- 
posits to safeguard the deposits for 
the utilization of fuel and fertilizer. 
The Jewish National Fund has de- 
cided to drain the Huleh swamp and 
reclaim acres of farmland by deepen- 
ing and straightening the Jordan Riv- 
er bed between the Jordan sources 
and the Sea of Galilee. The American 
firm will utilize the most modern 
equipment in the drainage work, in- 
cluding the use of floating dredgers. 


Commercial television, which is on- 
ly eleven years old, is growing rapidly. 
A year ago there were about eight 
million TV sets in use; now there are 
twice that many, about seventeen 
million. With the increased broad- 
casting facilities authorized by the 
Federal Communications Co on, 
it is anticipated that twenty times the 
number of existing stations will make 
it possible for 90 per cent of the 
Americans to avail themselves of TV 
observation. “What about an equal 
expansion of support for those reli- 
gious, educational, and welfare caus- 
es upon which we must depend for 
peace and prosperity in homes and 
nations?” asks a bulletin from Golden 
Rule Foundation, which released the 


figures. 
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Our 
Boys and Girls 


Church of God Orphanage 
Sevierville, Tennessee 





SECRETARY WANTED: Write, 
stating full particulars. Church 
of God Orphanage, Wm. F. Dych, 
Superintendent, Sevierville, Ten- 


nessee. 





‘THE MEMORIES of our second 
annual reunion will linger in the 
minds of those who were there for 
years to come. Seventy were present, 
and the fellowship that everyone en- 
joyed was beyond our fondest expec- 
tation. Some who were here at our 
first reunion were unable to be with 
us. Many of these wrote letters, sent 
telegrams, and one made a long- 
distance telephone call, conveying 
their best wishes to those present. We 
trust that everyone will begin plan- 
ning now to be here for our next re- 
union on July 4, 1953. 

We had a fine trip to the Assembly. 
Our children, with the North Caro- 
lina Orphanage children, put on a 
fine program. We were privileged to 
have two of our former children take 
an active part on the program, name- 
ly, Bennie Triplett and Ruth Dunn. 

Our school has started. We have 
twenty boys and twenty girls enrolled 
in high school, and 223 in our gram- 
mar school. Of course, there are still 
quite a few who do not attend school, 
and we are expecting our number to 
be increased. 

Please write us any items of news 
that would be of interest to everyone, 
such as marriages, births, deaths, the 
field of Christian endeavor you are 
in, or where you work. We will en- 
deavor to publish a news letter at 
least every other month. The more 
you send in, the more often you will 
receive a letter. We trust this will 
keep each of us in closer contact than 
we have been in the past. If you 
change your address, please notify us 
immediately. 

Everyone here sends his best wishes 
to you. 

William F. Dych, Superintendent 
THE CHURCH OF GOD ORPHANAGE 


WE SEND Christian greet- 
ings to everyone on the field who is 
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cooperating in making this great no- 
ble endeavor of the Church of God 
possible. Your prayers and moral and 
financial support are deeply appreci- 
ated. We are endeavoring to prepare 
our children who have met with mis- 
fortune in life to enter their. proper 
place in society. 


REVIVAL: Sister Sybil Cannon and 
Sister Jean Goodson have been con- 
ducting a revival at the local church 
for the past two weeks, and will con- 
tinue for another week. Our children 
have been attending regularly, and 
quite a few have been saved, and a 
number have been sanctified and 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. This 
revival has helped the spiritual at- 
mosphere of our Home to a great de- 
gree. 


POPULATION: At the present time 
we have 296 children. This is the larg- 
est group we have ever had in the Or- 
phanage, but with our Church con- 
tinuing to grow, it is only logical that 


we should take care of a larger num- 
ber. At the last Supreme Council 
meeting, they authorized a popula- 
tion at our Home of 300. Of course 
there will be children released month- 
ly, which will make room for new 
applications. 

SCHOOL: Our school has been in 
session since August 18. Forty-one of 
our boys and girls are in high school. 
This is the largest high-school enroll- 
ment in the history of the Orphanage. 
Many of these are very good students, 
being on the Honor Roll, and some 
are in the Beta Club. We now have 
seven classes in our elementary 
school, with a total enrollment of 223. 
These classes are conducted on our 
Orphanage campus in the Admini- 
stration Building. 

Winter is coming, and if you have 
a good used winter coat for children 
between the ages of two and eighteen 
years that you are not going to use, 
it will make some child here happy 
to receive it—William F. Dych. 











TELEGRAM: LANDSLIDE REVIV- 
AL COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
EVANGELIST ROLAND VERRICO. 43 


SAVED, 31 SANCTIFIED, 24 RE- 
CEIVED THE HOLY GHOST, 31 ADD- 
ED TO THE CHURCH. TOTAL 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 336. AVER- 

AGE SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTEN- 

DANCE 344. EXPECTING GREAT 
THINGS TO HAPPEN FOR GOD IN 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
CHURCHES DESIRING AN EXCEL- 
LENT EVANGELIST CONTACT REV. 
ROLAND VERRICO, ONE OF 
CHURCH’S BEST.—REV. O. B. 

HAM, PASTOR. 

WINNSBORO, Tex—In August we 
were called to Winnsboro for a revival 
at the Piney Grove church. God 
blessed us there in a wonderful way. 
There were 8 saved, 7 sanctified, 3 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 3 bap- 
tized in water. The power of God fell 
in a wonderful way. We give Him all 
the praise.—Rev. and Mrs. R. D. King. 


THOMASTON, Ga.—We have re- 
cently had one of the best revivals 
this church has had in a long time. 
— Gene ee was the evangel- 

ist; he is truly a firebrand for God. 
Thirty-seven testified of salvation, 17 
of sanctification, 15 of being baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and 12 were add- 





ed to the church. Rev. W. E. Wright 
is our good pastor.—Jack Sullivan. 

MARBURY, Ala—Brother Mills 
conducted a three-week meeting at 
Orange Chapel Church of God at 
Marbury, Alabama, right after: the 
camp meeting. He was a real blessing 
to the church. Anyone will do well to 
get this good man for a revival.even 
though he is blind—Mrs. Tom Mc- 
Cornell, Clerk. 

THORN, Miss.—We have just had a 
wonderful revival at the Thorn 
church with Rev. Lynn Trotter as 
evangelist, assisted by the pastor, Rev. 
R. D. Foxworth. Many were 
saved and some filled vith: the Holy 
Ghost. Our church was wonderfully 
blessed. Any church will be blessed to 
have Rev. Trotter for a revival. Pray 
for our church.—Ulmont Blissard, Re- 
porter. 








CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
HANDBOOK NO. 1 


Compiled by 
GRACE RAMQUIST 


This book includes re- 
citations, dialogues, ex- 
ercises, readings, and 
one-act plays. it is suit- 
able for preschool, kin- 
dergarten, and first-grade 
students, and on up. 

It isn’t long until you 
will be planning your 
Christmas program, and 
may | ~ res that you place your order for 


this 
Price 50c 
CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 





922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. f 








The Church of God Evangel 














se 
h- 


' ew OF OD cret#NH 


PO SONS SB oe? 




















Question—Why are nearly all our 
Sunday School lessons taken from the 
Old Testament?—J. C., Jal, New Mezi- 
co. 


From the many ques- 
tions we receive concerning our Sun- 
day School lessons, it seems that there 
are many who feel that most of the 
lessons are taken from the Old Testa- 
ment. It seems, also, that the senti- 
ment of those who ask this question 
is that the Old Testament should be 
completely superseded by the New. 
The belief that most of the lessons 
are-taken from the Old Testament is 
a mistaken impression, for it is not 
true, as a more careful study of the 
lessons will show. Each year’s: lessons 
are divided-into three parts, forty per- 
cent of which are taken from the Old 
Testament, forty percent of which 
are taken from the New Testament, 
and twenty percent of which are les- 
sons on Christian living. This equally 
divides the lessons taken from the Old 
and New Testaments, but you will no- 
tice that most of the lessons on Chris- 
tian living are also taken from the 
New Testament, which means that a 
majority of the lessons for each year 
are New Testament lessons. A more 
careful examination of the lessons of 
each year will reveal this to you. 

— then do many people think 
that the majority of the lessons are 
taken from the Old Testament? Sim- 
ply because they are less familiar with 
the Old Testament and are, there- 
fore, more conscious of it when they 
are studying it. People are always 
much more conscious of that which is 
unfamiliar than of that which is bet- 


ter known; just as a man with a sore 
thumb is much more conscious of his 
thumb then than at times when it is 
not sore. The fact that people are so 
aware of the Old Testament lessons 
proves that they are unfamiliar with 
them, which in turn proves that they 
need to study them. God had a lot to 
say in the Old Testament, and we 
should never disdain age | it. A 
careful look at your Bible will show 
that two-thirds of it is taken up in 
the Old Testament. If God had so 
much to say back there, we certainly 
need to know what it was. 

The New Testament had not yet 
been written when Jesus and Paul 
lived, yet Jesus said, “Search the 
scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me” (John 5:39). Paul 
wrote that Timothy should “study to 
show thyself approved unto God” (II 
Timothy 2:15). When the Old Testa- 
ment contained all the scriptures in 
existence. In II Timothy 3:15, he 
called the Old Testament “holy scrip- 


tures,” and in II ——— 3:16 he said, - 


“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness.” Please 
note carefully that this is the high 
tribute the New Testament pays to 
the Old. If Paul told Timothy that the 
Old Testament scriptures were profit- 
able for him, then we can know that 
they are certainly profitable for us. 
Naturally, we need devote most of 
our time to the New Testament, but 
pa are not justified in spurning the 

Our Sunday School lessons follow 
the outline in the Uniform Bible Les- 
son Series prepared by the National 
Sunday School Association. As has 
been stated, the historical lessons are 
equally divided between the Old and 
the New Testaments, and the lessons 
on Christian living are predominantly 
from the New Testament. The Uni- 
form Bible Lesson Series is systemat- 
ically planned, so that it covers the 
entire Bible in a six-year span. If one 
will study the lessons for each week 
for six years, at the end they will have 
studied virtually all of the Bible por- 
—— adaptable for classroom discus- 
sion. 


NOTE: All questions addressed to 
“The Question Box” must be signed 
if they are to receive a reply. Only the 
questions considered of general inter- 
est will be answered in the EVANGEL. 








NOTICES 


I am now open for revival work. No 
place is too small or large for me, and 
I am willing to go to the limit to see 
souls saved in your church. You may 
contact me at 2430 Forest Avenue, 
Cleveland, Tennessee.—Edgar Mastin. 

Anyone having friends or relatives 
stationed at Barksdale Field, please 
write, giving full information as to 
how we may contact them, or furnish 
them with the address of our local 
church—122 West 77th Street, in Ce- 
dar Grove. Our telephone number is 
78867.—Thomas Shoemaker, Pastor, 
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Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Anyone having relatives or friends 
living in Colorado or Utah, please get 
in touch with us so we may contact 
them.—A. G. Thompson, State Over- 
anee, Box 72, Grand Junction, Colo- 
rado. 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Vessie D. Hargrave has. been ap- 
pointed by the Overseer Appointing 
Board as superintendent of the 
Church of God Spanish work in the 
United States—Zeno C. Tharp, Gen- 
eral Overseer. 





COURT of 


PRAISE 





FYFFE, Ala.—I praise the Lord and 
thank Him for His many blessings in 
my life. For the past forty years He 
has been my Healer. On Sunday night, 
October 5, at the Strait Creek Church 
of God in the ladies’ prayer room, Je- 
sus wonderfully healed me of rheu- 
matism. I do want to serve Him and 
please Him in everything I do.—NMrs. 
H. L. Morris, Rt. 2. 


DAYTON 3, Ohio—I truly praise 
God for salvation and for His love. I 
am a member of the Church of God 
at Hazel Green, Kentucky. I thank 
God for the way He took us through 
the storm at Dayton, Ohio, on Sep- 
tember 18 of this year, when Rev. 
Thea Jones’ great tent was destroyed. 
Over 2,000 people were in the tent at 
the time of the storm, but, thank God, 
no one was seriously hurt.—Randie 
Moore, 128 North Irwin Street. 

JAMAICA, B. W. I.—I am truly glad 
for the opportunity of sounding a note 
of praise to my heavenly Father. 
Some weeks ago I drank poison acci- 
dentally. After praying to the Lord, 
He syn yer healed me without a 
drop of medicine —Mrs. L. A. Wright. 








A CLOSE-OUT SALE ON CHRISTMAS 
CARDS 


We are listing a few of the Christ- 
mas Cards we have on hand that are 
excellent and in good condition: 

No. 21—941 boxes 
No. 5119—1,182 boxes 
No. 5019—165 boxes 
No. G8551—550 boxes 
No. G8651—50 boxes 

These cards will cost: you 45c a box, 
and they resell for $1.00. Place your 
order now, because this offer is for 
30 days only. 

These cards are not returnable. 

CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 





CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAPPING 
PAPER 


We have a very beautiful Mg 
paper which is put out by the ‘ - 
shine Line.” We have a lovely array 
of 24 “Tailored” Wrapping Papers. 
There is a sheet for most every type 
of gift. In addition to the quality 
wrapping papers, there’s a generous 
supply of 20 Gift Folders and 60 
Gummed Seals. Each gift folder bears 
an appropriate Christ-honoring Scrip- 
ture Text, to accentuate the true 
Christmas spirit of your gifts. One 
a $1.25; twelve or more boxes, 80c 
a box. 

When ordering the Christmas Gift 
Wrappings, order No. G8052. 

CHURCH OF:GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 
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OXFORD REFERENCE BIBLE 
BROWN COWHIDE 
BASKET WEAVE BINDING 


with ZIPPER 


A Unique Gift Bible 
How much added pleasure there is in owning or receiving as a gift a new 
Bible that looks distinctive. Such is this new Oxford Bible with its attractive 
Basket Weave grain, brown cowhide leather cover, bound in the latest style 
with a streamlined zipper. An unusual Bible like this solves the problem of 
what to buy for someone who already has other Bibles. 


Center Column References 
Contains the complete text of the 
King James Authorized Version, 
with 50.000 center column refer- 
ences, Bible Chronologies, contents 
at the beginning of each chapter, 
and colored maps of Bible lands. 


Ask For-No. Z-03235 ....... Only $10.00 : 


New Onyx Type 
Very easy to read, = measures only 
7 x 4% x 11/16 inches. Has a colored 
Presentation Page. 


Specimen of New Onyx Type 
16 } For *God so loved the world, 
that he *gave his ‘only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 


The Church of God Publishing 


922 MONTGOMERY AVENUE, CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
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